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Data Storage Size Implications 
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This image of Bath is only 
100Kb 
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Floppy disks 

Normally 1.44Mb  

If all the data or characters 

were printed it would use   2 

inches of Paper 

Based on a normal 12 font word document printed single-sided 

14 copies of the Bath image 
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Memory Cards 

(4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128, 256, 512 Mb storage 

and larger 8Gb + also now available) 

Which is about 450 paperbacks 

30 feet of paper 

256 Megabyte Card 

2,560 copies of the Bath image 
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Compact Disks 

Normally 650Mb or 700 Mb 

81 feet of paper 

About 1130 or 1200 paperbacks 

7,000 copies of the Bath image 
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DVD-Recordable Disks 

Normally 4700 Mb (4.7 Gig) 

545 feet 

About 8225 paperbacks 

47,000 copies of the Bath image 

7 7 



Hard Drives 

Older Netbook Drive 80Gb 

140,000 paperbacks 

9,280 feet 

(1.8 miles) 

800,000 copies of the Bath image 
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¸ So if youõve taken the time and resources to print out 
the 80Gb hard drive and youõve now got a pile of paper 
1.8 miles highé 

¸ What are you going to do with it?  

¸ If you read each sheet of paper and you take 1 minute 
per sheet 

¸ Working 8 hours a day - thatõs - 480 sheets a day 

¸ This will take you  -  5,972 days 

¸ On the principle that you have about 220 working days 
per year that will takeé 

 27.4 years!!!  

Examination implications  
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